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Dear Church Family,
Most of you know that we have been following C ole Henderson’s fight with cancer.
Some of you might not know that he lost the battle Saturday, February 20. I am dedicating this
space to him and printing Clint Henderson’s post from his online journal. Cole’s family are
strong Christians and ever faithful, but this is a heavy blow.
Sue Hagan
Notes from Clint:
Cole gained his wings at 1AM this morning.
I write constantly for work. Emails, notes, proposals, and more. Using words and being a "storyteller" have been
some of my favorite parts of life. However, those words above are the hardest I have ever written. This next chapter in our life will be the hardest ever written. But I owe it to Cole to tell his story.
As mentioned in our last post, Cole's cancer not only relapsed (in an original spot) but also spread to a new area,
his lungs. His cancer, neuroblastoma, is a cold disease. We were warned during initial diagnosis last April that
Cole's odds for survival were roughly 50/50. We were also warned that this type of cancer had about a 50% history of relapsing and that relapse is harder to treat.
We made the decision Thursday afternoon to fight and give Cole a chance. So Thursday night, he received two
doses of chemotherapy and the plan was to continue doing that regimen for another 4-5 days. The outlook was
tough and extremely uphill as the lungs were heavy with disease, but there was a chance. Cole had already been
on a ventilator since the biopsy surgery Wednesday but late Thursday, going into Friday morning his lungs were
beginning to struggle to keep up. The team fought like hell with the ventilator all night and into the early morning hours and eventually moved him to a more powerful machine called an oscillator. However, a chest x-ray early Friday morning confirmed the reason for his struggle. The cancer was extremely aggressive and had taken over
most, if not almost all of his lungs. I could see the looks on the faces of the doctors and nurses as they tried to
stabilize our boy...this was not going to end the way we wanted.
We had a hard conversation with our team later that morning. Cole's sweet oncologist confirmed there was no
need to continue chemotherapy. The words were hard to hear and just as hard for her to say. However, everyone
agreed we were not going to let Cole suffer nor prolong his fight once the outcome was clear. The amazing team
sat, talked and cried right beside us as we discussed the next steps. We wanted our boy, our Cole Bear to be at
peace and not suffer. The plan was made and Erin and I spent the rest of the day sitting beside and loving on
Cole. As the time drew near, Erin and I played his favorite songs and gave him a bath so he would know he was
loved. We followed the bath with lotion. As Erin was holding his hand and rubbing the lotion in his arm, he
gave her finger a quick and soft squeeze. We pray that was Cole giving Erin a little bit of peace, saying "I'm okay
mama". After that, we laid with him a little longer and finally gave the approval to the team. The room was filled
with people who truly loved Cole. Erin and I set up in the bed and the team disconnected Cole so we could
hold, love and rock our sweet boy to heaven. We played his song "See A Victory", known in our house and to
Cole as "The Cole Song", as we held him so he would know he had won. Cole saw that victory a few minutes later.
Continued on page 2

Continued from page 1
Thank you for caring to read our son's story. Thank you for loving him and us. Let Cole's story be
an inspiration to you today and every day. Do not be of this world, be like Cole.
One last thing friends. Cole loved Mickey Mouse but right before diagnosis, he began to love
watching "The Many Adventures of Winnie The Pooh". That first week in hospital, back in April,
he watched that movie on repeat for hours...many times falling asleep to it. Often, I would hold
him in bed and let the intro music on the home screen of the DVD play continuously as it
helped to bring some peace to the room.
However, the end of that movie always got me, every single time. It always made me cry and it
feels right to share it here as the end of our story. I love you Cole Bear, I will never forget you and
I will be looking for you at the top of the forest.
Christopher Robin: Pooh, when I'm away just doing nothing, will you
come up here sometimes?
Pooh: You mean alone? Just me?
Christopher Robin: Yes. And Pooh? Promise you won't forget me,
ever?
Pooh: Oh, I won't, Christopher Robin, I promise!
Christopher Robin: Not even when I'm a hundred?
Pooh: How old shall I be then?
Christopher Robin: Ninety-nine, silly old bear.
Narrator: wherever they go, and whatever happens to them on the
way, in that Enchanted Place on the top of the forest a little Bear will
always be waiting.

Local Mission Opportunities
 Trinity

UMC (Downtown Charleston) is committing a room to be designated as a “Wesley
Hang Out.” Our Local Missions Team would like for Moncks Corner UMC to support
this effort.
 MCUMC’s is in charge of Feed Berkeley the third Saturday of each month, but you are
welcome to assist on any Saturday if you feel so led. If you would like to be involved in this
meaningful community outreach, please get in touch with Ann Burnette (843-709-0794) or
Elaine Peterson (843-729-1627). Currently donated supplies needed are canned beef stew
and canned soups.
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Friends, everything is different this year. Normally, as a way to raise funds for mission projects
for the coming year, one of our Women In Mission Circles sponsors the purchase of lilies for
the sanctuary Easter Sunday. This year, we will not order as many as in years gone by. For those
who wish to have a lily to take home when the season concludes, we will purchase one to decorate the Sanctuary at a cost of $15. For those not needing an actual lily, we are proposing that
you make a donation in honor or memory of someone as you would have in the past but that
the portion of your gift that would have been used to purchase the lily will go to support our
mission work [Hannah House, Wesley Foundation, Red Bird, etc.]. All donations will be
acknowledged as they have been in the past.
I wish to place a lily in the Sanctuary:
In memory of: ___________________________________________________________
In honor of: _____________________________________________________________
Enclosed $____________________
I wish to make a donation to the Hamer-Wilson Circle:
In memory of: ___________________________________________________________
In honor of: _____________________________________________________________
Enclosed $____________________
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In person worship resumed Sunday, March 7,
2021 in the Sanctuary. We are still recording worship services and uploading them weekly to
YouTube and Channel 6. This way, we can still
worship together! COVID-19 restrictions will be
followed.

Upper Rooms
March—April Upper Rooms are available in the
black mailbox. A digital copy is available by contacting the church office. You can also listen to the
morning devotion by calling: 1.615.212.2013 or
1.877.600.7218.

Youth (G rades 6 - 12)
w ill m eet every Sunday
night from 5:30 pm 7:00 pm in the Fellow ship H all. A ll are encouraged to attend.
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